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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2008 

                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
Ship’s log: Piece of entertaining fiction found on board most boats 

 
One of the first things I must 
do this time, is to offer a huge 
apology to Paul, Bev, Mark and 
Debbie.  I really did have a 
rush of blood to the head.  
Under the Reports Section, I 
entered alongside Paul’s entry 

that he and Debbie were getting married.  Paul of 
course, has married  Bev – NOT Debbie!  How 
embarrassing and one does feel like a wally!  I 
knew it was Bev but…..oh dear – I must be getting 
past it.  Sincere apologies to you all  Grovel, 
grovel! 
To continue.  Well, Cowes “round the island”  is 
now over and records continued to be broken.  
1,876 entries and the fastest circuit of the island by 
a monohull the ICAP  100  “Leopard” - 3hrs. 56 
mins. 03 secs.  Apparently on the downwind leg 
round the back of the island, they saw a flash 
reading of 32 knots whilst surfing down a 
following wave.  I was just thinking – it can take 
us an hour and a bit just to get to Yarmouth from 
Cowes - although we do use a slightly smaller 
yacht…..!  Poor Lewis Hamilton had a baptism of 
fire when “Hugo Boss” had a collision with 
“Atomic” and lost their bowsprit.  “Atomic” 
however, certainly came off worst, losing their 
mast as the shrouds were neatly cut!  One final 
note – the fastest circuit by the extreme 40 Cats - 
3Hrs. 23 mins. and 50secs.!  What a thrill and 
something to shout about!! 
There is an old saying that “what goes around 
comes around”.  It would seem, judging by some 
reports I have read, that the iniquitous doubling of 
the cost of red diesel is playing absolute havoc 
with the economics of the deep-sea and coastal 
fishermen.  Several of them, if the wind is 

favourable, have seemingly taken to hoisting a 
spinnaker from the mast at the bow.  I kid you not! 
One skipper was reported as saying he could save 
about £200 getting to the grounds with this 
assistance.  Another report, about using a 
refurbished 108 year-old, three-masted  topsail 
schooner the “Kathleen and May”, once used for 
transporting china clay, to carry wine from France 
to Ireland as a zero-emissions method of transport. 
Apparently, the company who chartered the ship 
are intending to use it on a monthly basis! 
The council  would like to welcome aboard  Jo 
Woods who has kindly “volunteered” to be our 
new Social Secretary.  John Byrne was finding that 
pressure of work was making it very difficult to 
devote himself to the office and regretfully 
resigned from the post.  Thank you John, for your 
tenure and we do wish you well and trust we will 
continue to see you on our sailexes. 
Jennie Garrett has let me have a couple of recipes 
for two healthy, warming and “in advance” meals 
for sailors.  I wonder if we could perhaps find a 
few other recipes that all you members have 
discovered (either by accident or design) on your 
jaunts and would be willing to share?  It seems like 
a good idea and may ensure that none of us go 
hungry at the wrong time…..?  Think about it, 
please? 
Until 31st October “deadline” for Autumn 
Edition…enjoy the summer and Happy Sailing! 
 
 

Ian.Calderwood 
19, St. John’s Close 

 Ryhall 
Stamford 

Lincs.  PE9 4HS 
Tel: (01780) 763748.  e-mail: berician@aol.com
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TAFFRAIL TATTLE  –  by Norman Allen 

 
  
THE OUZO INCIDENT – the final 
words 
  
In my maritime “career”  there have 
been many losses at sea, in coastal waters 
and, indeed, even in estuaries but I cannot 
recall an incident that created so much 

concern in the sea going community as the tragedy of the OUZO 
(which has been referred to in four previous articles in this 
august publication – and not only by me!) It  was of interest to 
cruising yachtsman (both sail and power), the Maritime and 
Coastguard Agency (MCA), all professional seamen engaged in 
the coastal trade or deep sea, if a regular visitor to British ports, 
and all those engaged in training, whether small vessel pleasure 
or deep sea professional. However can I ask my readers how 
many of them remember the presumed loss of THE EGG or, for 
that matter, any of the other “disappearances” over the years 
from vessels sailing from British ports.  
THE EGG’s demise was so sad. We saw her in Yarmouth 
Harbour very late in the 1969 season when we were moored only 
some 20 feet away: on the end of ‘A’ line whilst she was just 
around the bend in the much shallower water of a small boat 
mooring. She was 8 feet overall and built in the shape of an egg 
with a small mast (less than the height of a 12 foot dinghy’s), a 
cushion seated “hole” aft for a cockpit, a tiny “cabin” – 
comprising bunk, stove and WC accessed from the cockpit and a 
boom (that had been taken off for the winter). The 
Harbourmaster told me that she was deemed unsinkable, though 
you wouldn’t get him to sail in her for all the tea in China! THE 
EGG was due to depart for the Faroe Islands, Iceland, Greenland 
and eventually Canada in the spring. There was a small 
paragraph in the Isle of Wight County Press that my mother cut 
out and sent me upon THE EGG’s departure and one of my 
former crew sent me a miniscule cutting from  “Yachts and 
Yachting” and that was that. The following Autumn I was 
yarning with the Yarmouth Harbourmaster in “The King’s 
Head” and the topic of THE EGG came up: he told me that she 
had just disappeared into the wild blue yonder. No one on the 
Island had heard anything from her once she had set off: the 
small yacht had just vanished. End of story. 
What is the relevance of this to the loss of the OUZO? Quite 
simply both of these disappeared in unknown circumstances. 
THE EGG was built to be unsinkable unless run down, or she hit 
something such as an iceberg, or some jetsam and I know from 
my Shetland days just how much of the latter there then was in 
those northern seas: not only detritus from the Russian and 
Eastern European fishing fleets but also huge baulks of timber 
that had been carried as deck cargo and had fallen overboard in 
foul weather. OUZO, on the other hand, was a well-found 
modern yacht (being a Sailfish 25) that should stay afloat unless 
she was run aground, overwhelmed, or hit in a collision. The 
mystery of THE EGG has never been solved but neither has the 
loss of the OUZO.  However in both these cases there were 
things that were not right.  
  In the case of THE EGG, she was just too small a vessel to 
brave the Northern Ocean. I am well aware that Wayfarers have 
sailed across the North Sea on more than a couple of occasions 
but the Wayfarer is a bigger, faster and better sea boat than THE 
EGG was and their voyages have been restricted to the North 
Sea, either to Norway or to the Netherlands, amidst a deal of 
maritime publicity. Vessels were on the lookout in order to pass 

on passage information and the events had been well publicised. 
The OUZO, on the other hand, had a crew of two, reportedly, 
experienced hands whilst in charge was an RYA Coastal 
Skipper. One could say that to go around the ‘back of the Wight’ 
at night with a Coastal ticket was a wrong decision, yet the limits 
for a Coastal Skipper with all three Service Sailing Associations 
was, and still is, 5 miles from shore along the English coast but 
with greater restrictions in Scotland and Wales, a reasonable 
limitation and one which many civilian organisations and 
charterers have followed. The oddity about all this is why they 
were 7 ½ miles off the Island and steering SxW (190 degrees) so 
as to find themselves sailing along the usual Portsmouth to 
France shipping route when they were heading for Dartmouth, 
via Torquay to drop off one of the crew? These positions were 
produced for the Inquiry and subsequent Trial and emanate from 
calculations made by the MCA from a welter of sources.  Would 
any readers contemplate entering the main East/West Channel 
Shipping Lane, not crossing it, and sailing along it at night? Also 
if they were all in the cockpit why was no one clipped on. 
The Second Officer of THE PRIDE OF BILBAO was arraigned 
in Court, as he was the Officer of the Watch (OOW) throughout 
the time in question, on a charge of manslaughter. Some very 
interesting points were made. In the first place it was found that 
“a radar reflector was carried on board OUZO, but that its type 
and if it was hoisted is not known.” In a previous article I wrote 
that it was established that the yacht had a “clunker” but 
credence was given at the trial to the effect that this MIGHT 
have been replaced. The exact position of the OUZO at the 
reported close quarter’s time, was subject to much disagreement 
and based on, to my mind, too much use of the words “would” 
and “possible”. However some facts were established. Firstly it 
was found that one body entered the water before the other two, 
possibly at a distance of 2nm. Secondly it was calculated that 
CRESCENT BEAUNE, a tanker, was in the vicinity of OUZO at 
0140A. Thirdly, to quote the official report, “the CRESCENT 
BAUNE officers agreed that circumstances had prevented an 
adequate look-out that night, but no one on board could recall a 
close encounter with any other vessel” (one might ask how were 
they so sure of this whilst admitting to an inadequate lookout?). 
Fourthly THE PRIDE OF BILBAO definitely passed close to a 
yacht at 0107 and the OOW logged the occurrence. 
The judge gave instructions that all secondary charges be 
dismissed and the Second Officer was found Not Guilty of 
manslaughter by the jury. As James Stevens of the RYA has 
written “the cause of the loss of OUZO may never be known, but 
the most likely reason was that she was swamped by passing 
very close to THE PRIDE OF BILBAO.” 
Just like THE EGG we shall never know the full story of the 
tragic loss of OUZO.       
 
 

PUSHPIT PRATTLE by Keith Stedman 
 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY - 100 TODAY (or 
at least recently!!)    ( *** ~~~ ***) ( *~*  
**  *~~*  )    
 
 
How many birthdays does the average 
person in the UK have in their lifetime? 
……the answer of course is one - the rest 

being anniversaries of the main event!! I must confess that I am 
pretty hopeless when it comes to remembering the dates of 
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friends and family birthdays and have to rely on Jenny to 
organise the annual cards being dispatched on time. So why then 
choose the subject of birthdays for an article in TOGline? Well 
the truth of it is that there have been a couple of notable 
birthdays that have made the headlines since the last edition of 
TOGline.  
The first and most recent of these is of course none other than 
the ever young Rolling Stone – Sir Mick Jagger. He turned 65 on 
Saturday the 26th – with personal wealth estimated at over 
£200M,  I wonder what he will spend his £87-a-week old age 
pension on!!? Still you have to admire the sheer energy of Sir 
Mick still hitting it out as he was when the Rolling Stones first 
entered the lower end of the “Charts” back in 1963 – some 45 
years ago. 
Talking of charts – which of course, I wasn’t, but at least it 
makes a link to the sailing theme - and thinking of that other 
somewhat later group from Scandinavia “Abba” who recorded in 
1975 a track by the title “SOS” leads me (as if by magic – well 
contrived magic!!) to another birthday celebration which skipped 
past on the 1st July 2008. It was 100 years to the day that the 
signal SOS became effective as the international community’s 
globally recognised distress signal for ships at sea. At that time 
radio communication by voice across the airwaves was not 
possible and there needed to be a standard recognised way for 
ships to be able to summon help when in trouble by way of 
Morse code. SOS was the adopted signal.  
Until that time  the most commonly used distress call was the 
“CQD” signal ( ~*~*   ~~*~   ~** ), which was open to 
misinterpretation. This was used worldwide by Marconi 
operators but was never adopted as an international standard. At 
the second International Radiotelegraphic Convention in 1906 
the now familiar SOS ( ***  ~~~  *** ) was adopted to become 
effective on 1st July, 1908. Of course as in all things, technology 
has moved on dramatically since 1908 and Morse Code was 
replaced as an international standard for Maritime 
Communication in 1999 by the Global Maritime Distress Safety 
System – the signal SOS however lives on as a recognised way 
of summoning help be it by flashing with a torch, sounding by 
foghorn, spelt out with rocks on a beach, blown on a whistle etc. 
There is no doubt that many, many people owe their lives to 
those three dots, three dashes and three dots since their inception 
and it will be interesting to see if they survive into the future 
now that the Morse Code is no longer widely used as a means of 
communication. I sincerely hope that in the words of the Rolling 
Stones it won’t “Just Fade Away.” 
 
Keith Stedman 
(Contrary to popular belief - not as old as Mick Jagger ) 

 
REPORTS 

 
Hebrides Sailex   4 – 11 July 2008 
“Thistle”  – Bavaria 36’               “Sonas Mhor”  -  Bavaria 36’ 
 
Commodore/Skipper 
Mark Davis   Neil Macfarlane (Skipper) 
John Bryant   Stewart Cook 
Brian Morris   Peter Tytler 
Debbie Gee   Peter Chivall 
Paul Ratcliffe   Valerie Brown 
    David Chivall 
 
 

Friday 4 July 
In 2006 the summer sailex started from Largs and over two 
weeks sailed around Kintyre and the islands of Arran, Islay, 
Jura, Mull and Bute. This year the plan was to start further north 
and explore Skye and the Outer Hebrides.  Some suitable charter 

companies 
had been 
identified 
on the Sail 
Scotland 
stand at 
the 
London 
Boat 
Show. 
After some 

enquiries, two yachts were booked with Isle of Skye Yachts 
based at Armadale on the south east of Skye at the terminal for 
the ferry from Mallaig. Crews were the usual mix of old salts, 
regular TOG sailors and two novices to off-shore sailing. Two 
parties flew to Inverness from East Midlands and Birmingham 
where they rendez-voused with Peter Tytler from Stirling (sole 
member of the TOG Scottish division and the mariner with local 
knowledge), who with his wife Stephanie had done a splendid 
job of victualling the two yachts. A coach took us down the 
Great Glen and over the now toll-free Kyle of Lochalsh bridge to 
Armadale, a drive of some two and a half hours through some 
evocative Scottish historic landmarks, such as Culloden. 

Arriving 
around 
5.30pm we 
were met 
by the 
charterers 
and ferried 
out to the 
yachts on 
their 
moorings. 
Already on 
board the 
yachts 
were Brian 

who had made his own way north by camper van and the green 
Chivall party (Peter, Valerie and David) who had travelled by 
train and ferry and arrived with a large turnip, other root 
vegetables, and much fruit.  
 
 
As is TOG custom, the commodore had first choice of yacht – 

“Thistle” , 
which for a 
newcomer to 
the 
Highlands 
had the 
advantage of 
an easily 
pronounce-
able name, 
but the 

disadvantages of a U/S heating system and a pervasive pong of 
diesel. The evening was spent stowing away food and gear, and 
examining the implications of the weather forecasts on earlier 
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passage plans that gave various options of visiting the outer isles 
and circumnavigating Skye. The agreed plan was to set off 
south-east via the Isle of Canna, then to work our way north via 
the outer isles and the west and northern tip of Skye, then south 
down the Sound of Raasay, passing through the restrictive tidal 
gates of Kyle of Lochalsh and Kyle Rhea, and back to base. That 
was the plan……………… 
 
Saturday 5 July 
Having breakfasted, the yachts cast off from the mooring 
buoys around 0900 and headed east under engine into the Sound 
of Sleat, avoiding the rocks off the ferry quay. The wind was 
north east force 4/5 and the sea state moderate. Hoisting sails, 
we began to head broadly southwest with the wind on the port 
quarter, altering course to north-west after rounding the Point of 
Sleat on the southern tip of Skye. Passing the village of Elgol to 
the east around noon, “Sonas Mhor” entered Loch Scavaig. 
Observing many young seals basking on the rocks on small 
islets, “Sonas Mhor” picked her way carefully into the 

innermost 
sheltered 
anchorage 
where the 
hook was 
dropped 
and lunch 
taken in 
the 
shadow of 
the Cuillin 
Hills to the 
north. This 
was a 

beautiful spot with a couple of isolated crofts and a bothy, and 
visited by walkers overland and others by motor-boat. “Sonas 
Mhor”  then retraced her course out of the loch and meeting 
“Thistle”  on her way in for a slightly later lunch. 
Both yachts then made their way west through the narrow sound 
between Skye and the Isle of Soay (of sheep fame), and thence 
south-west under sail and bright sun passing north of Rum to 

Canna, 
another of 
the Small 
Isles. 
Canna has 
a 
distinctive 
shape 
marked by 
the 
basaltic 
lava flows 
that form 
impressive 

terraces. The island is now owned by the National Trust for 
Scotland and a perfect natural harbour. The safe anchorage is 
appropriately marked by a line between the diminutive 
Presbyterian church and mightier catholic edifice (closed since a 
lighting strike in the ‘60s). Both yachts anchored around 1700 
and some crew went ashore by dinghy to explore. The island has 
ten working crofts and a permanent population of less than 
twenty, and given that orders for a meal at the café have to be 
placed by 5pm to allow for defrosting, both crews dined aboard 
that evening in the calm of the harbour and setting sun. A 

meeting of skippers and pilots confirmed the destination for the 
next day. 
30 NM 
 
Sunday 6 July 
On a sunny morning full of promise, “Thistle”  and “Sonas 
Mhor”  weighed anchor, left Canna harbour at 0800 planning to 
visit Loch Carnan on South for lunch and then to Loch Maddy 
on North Uist. In a northerly, but intermittent, F4/5 the yachts 
headed north-west across the Sea of the Hebrides. By mid-
morning the wind had increased and a reef put in, with a second 
reef made at 1300. As the weather closed in and the wind speed 
increased, it began to rain and the sea state worsened. “Thistle”  
had kept to a more easterly route and soon became lost to sight 
in the gloom. Lunch in Loch Carnan was abandoned. By late 
afternoon “Sonas Mhor”, having spent the last couple of hours 
under engine making slow progress against a rough sea and a 
F5/6 headwind, was relieved to turn east into Loch Maddy under 
the shelter of Weaver Point. “Sonas Mhor” was surprised to find 
“Thistle”  already at anchor, and the latter’s crew was able to 
relax and observe the strenuous and prolonged efforts of “Sonas 
Mhor”  to find a secure anchor hold among the rich beds of kelp. 

The anchor crew struggled manfully with abundant kelp and a 
chain that had a tendency to jump of the windlass and deposit its 
full 60m on the sea bed. Eventually having found a secure 
holding, both crews settled down for night and listened to 
Coastguard’s warnings of strong northerly gales overnight and 
the next day. Though both had found secure holding ground the 
gales meant that yachts constantly travelled back and forth along 
arcs at the limits of their anchor chains and the GPS sets put on 
anchor watch clocked up significant nautical miles over the 
course of the night and next day.           41 NM 
                                                                                                                            
Monday 7 July 
A frustrating day was spent at anchor waiting for the gales to 
subside. Some crew went ashore by dinghy while others stayed 
aboard lest anchors should drag. The potential delights of Loch 
Maddy were not seen at their best, though some was shopping 
was done. Skippers and pilots reviewed plans and it was decided 
in the light of the continued forecasts of gales/strong northerly 
winds to revise our intention to head north to Tarbert on Harris 
and then around the north of Skye. This would have meant long 
passages and some rigorous sailing against wind and wave and 
so not particularly pleasant. Instead it was agreed to head east 
across the Little Minch to the west coast of Skye and then work 
our way south, exploring various lochs. In the late afternoon the 
gales ameliorated, the boats ceased their gyrations and lay more 
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calmly at anchor. After a brief debate on whether to set off in 
late afternoon during a window of better weather, an early start 
the next morning was agreed to catch the best of the tide. Thus 
both crews dined aboard and took to their bunks early. 
0 NM 
 
Tuesday 8 July 
At 0415 with dawn underway, the yachts made a grateful escape 
under engine from Loch Maddy. Once beyond the lee of Weaver 
Point sails were hoisted with precautionary reefs and a course set 
SSE and the destination Loch Dunvegan. The yachts made brisk 
progress in a NNE F4/5. Reefs were shaken out and a splendid 

sail on a 
broad 
reach 
ensued. On 
“Sonas 
Mhor”  
thanks to 
Peter T’s 
expert 
navigation 
the shoals 
in the 
Little 
Minch 
with 

depths as little as 30m were safely negotiated. (Shoals of 30m 
were a new experience to TOG members more used to the Solent 
and English east coast.) Breakfast was eaten under bright sun 
and to the sight of many sea birds and the occasional dolphin. 
After Dunvegan Head was passed to starboard, the yachts turned 
south-west and headed down Loch Dunvegan under sail with the 
wind on the port quarter. Passing Dunvegan Castle at the head of 

the loch, 
the yachts 
stopped 
briefly at 
the fish 
quay to 
water up. 
Then 
“Thistle”  
bagged the 
last free 
visitor’s 
buoy while 
“Sonas 
Mhor”  

again practised their anchoring skills. We had arrived off 
Dunvegan village by 1045 so both crews went ashore by dinghy 
with the whole afternoon to shop, explore the local sights 
including the castle and have a few pints. 
The arrival of the crews at the local bakery and café and their 
al fresco consumption of Scottish mutton pies and veggie 
burghers seemed to trigger something of a local tourist boom. 
Similarly at the hotel, business looked up in the bar and 
doubtless unfair comparisons with the facilities and ambience of 
Loch Maddy were discussed. For a small village, Dunvegan had 
some very good shops so meat (including excellent  venison), 
vegetables and wine were replenished and both crews dined well 
that evening whilst being treated to a splendid sunset. Also full 
water tanks meant hot showers on board since the hotel’s shower 
was defunct. 

The Chivalls had sought to catch fish by spinning for mackerel 
off the stern of “Sonas Mhor”. However this was without 
success except for the passing interest of sea birds in the lure, 
and David spent much time disentangling line. However, Mark 
had bought some tackle in Dunvegan and gave a master class in 
mackerel spinning in “Thistle” ’s dinghy. It was an ennobling 
experience to see the hunter ecstatic over a the pursuit of a few 
scombrids (“fished since I was knee high with me Dad, boy and 
man, man and boy, in the blood ....” and so on) but he caught 17 
mackerel in quick order. For “Sonas Mhor”, Stewart and David 
only managed to match this feat (in a very minor way) once they 
had borrowed Mark’s tackle, who by then was so overcome with 
emotion that he had joined the mackerel for an impromptu swim. 
 21 NM 
 
Wednesday 9 July 
After breakfast (fresh mackerel for some), buoys were let go 
and anchors weighed at 0815. Under engine the yachts made 
their way back to the open sea, “Sonas Mhor” stopping briefly 

for water 
whilst the 
fishing 
boats 
waited to 
berth. Sails 
were 
hoisted in 
the upper 
reaches of 
the loch, 

tacking against a fresh NNE F3/4. A disturbance in the water 
towards the land was quickly revealed as a pod of dolphins 
which then approached “Sonas Mhor” and did their stuff, taking 
advantage of the bow-wave and criss-crossing under the bows 
and hull of the yacht – a classic performance much enjoyed by 
the crew, and already experienced by “Thistle” . Rounding 
Dunvegan Head, the yachts turned south west to run before an 
invigorated wind down to the lighthouse on Neist Point, the 
western-most extremity of Skye and peculiar for a local 
magnetic anomaly.  Also this was the only time that we had sight 
of significant merchant shipping in the traffic separation zone of 
the headland. Keeping well off the coast to avoid loss of wind, 

the 
yachts 
turned 
south 
east and 
made a 
brisk 
pace 
past the 
offshore 
rocks of 

An Dubh-Sgeir and then admired MacLeod’s Maidens, the fine 
conical sea stacks off Idrigill Point. David Chivall proved to be 
an adept helmsman learning quickly to anticipate the effects of 
following seas on “Sonas Mhor” and compensating for them. 
The yachts made their way past Loch Brocadale, and the small 
islands of Wiay and Oronsay. Guided by Peter C’s navigation, 
“Sonas Mhor” left the lit mark on Ardreck Point to starboard 
and passed down Loch Harport. A highlight was spotting a 
couple of buzzards circling over a remnant of Caledonian forest 
of the west bank of the loch, closely followed by the appearance 
of a magnificent sea eagle over the loch which the buzzards then 
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mobbed.. We later learnt that the eagle was from two breeding 
pairs in the forest nurtured on a regular basis by a local 
fisherman with his catch and salmon offcuts from local fish 
farms.  
“Thistle”  had drawn ahead of “Sonas Mhor” over the day and 
once again picked up the sole available visitor’s buoy in Loch 
Harport not far off the Talisker Distillery at the village of 
Carbost. “Sonas Mhor” dropped anchor nearby. At 1630 we had 
arrived too late to do a distillery tour, but parties were quickly 

sent ashore 
to visit the 
distillery 
shop for 
malt and 
seek other 
supplies. 
Once 
again both 
crews 
cooked 
and dined 

on board. The evening started out calm but then the wind arose. 
Meanwhile the commodore visited his fleet and whilst being 
hosted on “Sonas Mhor” and planning the final day’s sail a 
check from the cockpit revealed that the shore seemed far closer 
than hitherto. Whether the strong wind had put the anchor chain 
at full stretch or it was actually dragging was neither here nor 
there. It was time to weigh the anchor and seek better holding 
ground further offshore. And, for good measure as the wind 
strengthened, an anchor watch was kept that night, though the 
skipper Neil could not cope with the bunk hopping and Peter T 
had his designated rest period interrupted. 
37 NM 
 
Thursday 10 July 
At around 0830, “Sonas Mhor” and “Thistle”  retraced their 
courses up Loch Harport with a longish trip back to Armadale in 
prospect. Once clear of the loch and nearby islands and out in 
the open sea, the yachts rounded the headland of Rubha nan 
Clach and then turned south east. Under a bright sun and a good 
F4/5 gusting F6 from the north backing NW, a fine sail ensued 
down the coast of Skye with the Cuillins looming in the 
distance.  “Thistle”  was some way ahead, but with Peter C at the 
chart table, Peter T’s  sail trimming skills in full flight, and 
Stewart at the helm, “Sonas Mhor” steadily reduced the gap to 
“Thistle”  and then overhauled her. Consternation was evident in 
“Thistle” ’s cockpit and the crew were running around hauling in 
sheets, winding winches and trimming sail clearly under the lash 

of the 
skipper’s 
tongue. In 
due time 
“Thistle”  
began to 
gain on 
“Sonas 
Mhor”  and 
eventually 
overtook 

her so honours were even. The yachts passed Soay and made for 
Point of Sleat about 1330 then changed course north-east up the 
sound. “Thistle”  was well ahead by now and stayed close to the 
Skye coast whereas “Sonas Mhor” took a more easterly course 
over towards Mallaig eventually tacking back. Close behind 

“Thistle” , at the helm of “Sonas Mhor” Stewart executed a 
textbook pick-up of the mooring buoy at 1630 in Armadale Bay. 
Thus was completed the best sustained sail of the week avoiding 
all but minor use of the engine. 
That evening both crews cleaned the boats and got ready for an 
early departure the next morning. After showering either on 
board or ashore, the crews met up for dinner booked for eleven 
at the Ardvasar Hotel. This proved to be not only the sole choice 
for a party on dinghy/foot, but also an excellent one. Good beer, 
wine and a tasty menu with courses to suit vegans, vegetarians, 
piscivores and carnivores (and extra potatoes) were consumed 
with vigour. The week’s lowlights (Loch Maddy, diesel fumes, 
kelp and anchoring) and highlights (the sea eagle, a pod of 
performing dolphins, puffins (for Valerie), excellent sailing etc) 
were picked over with an enthusiasm that even quelled a group 
of lively Italians. 
40 NM 
 
Friday 11 July 
On “Sonas Mhor”  a last minute panic with the dinghy to get 
Peter, Valerie, David and their gear ashore in time to catch the 
0900 ferry to Mallaig was alleviated by the just-in-time arrival 
of the Skye Yachts launch, but in the flurry, a pile of baked 
beans was splattered over Peter T’s clean deck to much hilarity – 
eventually. The remaining crew on the two yachts collected their 
kit, went ashore in the launch and made the minibus trip back to 
Inverness to return home either by car or air – or in Brian’s case 
a leisurely trip south in his camper van. The final resting place of 
“Sonas Mhor”’s turnip remains a mystery………… 
 
   Total distance logged  169 NM 
 
 
 
 
TOG Sailex 2008; The Hebridean Cruise - what really 
happened!       by Peter Tytler 

The first day out of Ardvasar on 
the South West of Skye was a truly 
scenic experience. The sun shone, 
mountains were clear of clouds and 
the visibility was unbelievable. As 
we sailed sou’west down the Sound 
of Sleat, a breathtaking panorama 
of Small Isles unfolded. Then 
turning North round the Point of 

Sleat we got our first sight of the awe inspiring Cuillins, the 
rugged mountain range which dominates the sky line of Skye. 
Our destination was Loch Scavaig and an anchorage, which is 
probably the most impressive in the west coast of Scotland. We 
had lunch in the company of basking grey seals, surrounded by 
cliffs rising up towards the mountainous peaks and at the foot of 
a waterfall cascading about 100ft into the sea. For some of our 
company this surely was a splendid introduction to sailing in the 
west coast of Scotland. 
The next day was a different story. We left the serenely relaxing 
anchorage on Canna, the most northerly of the Small Isles and 
headed for North Uist. It started well enough with bright sun and 
a fair wind allowing us to sail just north of Canna then it died. 
We motored on with only the main sail up. It was a time to enjoy 
a bit of bird watching. We passed rafts of guillemots and 
razorbills, and spotted the occasional puffin, while Manx 
shearwaters scudded over the waves. Ominously the clouds 
began to gather and the wind strengthened, raising the telltales 



 7

and heeling the boat. Our speed through the water increased and 
we began to bash into a rising sea. The skipper popped his head 
up and assessed the situation. “Why are we not sailing?” The 
headsail was quickly set at two thirds and the engine was cut, 
resulting in a much better motion. Even so it was a long haul and 
for some of us, who had not yet got their sea legs it was hard 
work. The relief on entering the relative shelter of Loch Maddy 
was palpable.  Conditions here were less relaxed than Canna. I 
will always remember this place for poor holding and wheeling 
round like a waltzer in the embrace of a manic north wind.  
Stornoway Coastguard had ominously forecast very rough 
conditions around the Hebrides the night before we set sail 
across the Little Minch to Skye. Prepared for the worst, we were 
pleasantly surprised to find the sea state had moderated and a 
brisk NE took us safely to our destination. Loch Dunvegan was a 
calm refuge after the wild and bleak Loch Maddy. Crews of both 
yachts were able to go ashore and indulge in some convivial 

activities, 
including 
lunchtime 
consumption 
of the local 
delicacy, 
mutton pies 
and tea, at 
the bakery. 
The 
anchorage is 
a lovely spot, 
close to 

Dunvegan Castle, the ancestral seat of the clan Macleod. Pre-
dinner entertainment was an impressive display of fishing by 
Mark, who proceeded to empty Loch Dunvegan of its mackerel 
population. Later that evening we settled down to watch a 
golden sunset, which seemed to go on forever. 
Next morning we had a good sail down to Loch Harport.   The 
rugged coastline with its cliffs, large caves and rocky stacks 
made the approach memorable.  As we ghosted along towards 
our anchorage we were aware of two buzzards soaring above the 
woods. Suddenly out of nowhere appeared a large white tailed 
eagle, which was then mobbed by the buzzards. This was my 
first sight of this magnificent bird and what a spectacle!  On we 
pressed, for we had to get to the famous Talisker distillery 
before it closed. The anchor was dropped and a foraging party 
was dispatched to secure our supply of ‘uisege beatha’ (the 
water of life). Young David secured a discount on the purchase, 
and was declared the hero of the day. After a fine home-cooked 
dinner we settled down to sampling the 10-year-old single malt. 
We were well into our first bottle when strident anchor alarms 
disturbed our peace. Rushing to the cockpit we found ourselves 
about to join the guests in the beer garden of the nearby hotel. 
After a great flurry of activity the anchor was weighed and laid 
at a more distant and secure anchorage under the expert 
supervision of our visiting skipper. We settled down to an 
anchor watch in which dusk merged with dawn. 
The anchor held and after breakfast we were off to complete 
our tour of the Hebrides. In the shelter of the Loch the sunshine 
was warm on our backs. The water was flat calm reflecting the 
surrounding hills. Up on deck hoping to get a last glimpse of the 
sea eagle I spotted turmoil near the shore. There was a lot of 
splashing and dark forms leaping out of the water. Like 
synchronised swimmers a pod of common dolphins turned in 
unison and made directly for our boat. We were entertained for 
about 15 minutes by their antics: crisscrossing under our bow 

and leaping out on either side. As suddenly as they appeared 
they left, leaving us in high spirits. Once out of the loch we 
raised the sails. In the meantime Mark and the crew of  ‘Thistle’ 
who had raised their main on leaving their moorings (no anchor 
watch for them) overtook us with the comment ‘we are not 
racing’!  Naturally ‘Sonas Mhor’ took this as a challenge.  Off 
we went goose winging in hot pursuit only to be distracted by 
another pod of dolphins. We may not be the sharpest boat in the 
fleet but we are very popular. Meanwhile Peter, our navigator, 
had hatched a cunning plan. ‘Thistle’ had taken a course close to 
the cliffs to avoid the full blast of the North winds but we, bold 
boys as we are, headed further out with sails well reefed. To 
Mark’s surprise and consternation ‘Sonas Mhor’ stormed past 
with young David at the helm. Because we were not racing and 
honour was satisfied we settled back to a more relaxed pace. The 
next thing we knew was Thistle close downwind and gaining on 
us. We could see Mark furiously trimming sails and were 
particularly impressed with his coach roof technique, disdaining 
the use of cockpit sheets. Hats off to our Master and 
Commander, he is a cracking good sailor.  But ‘Peter the pilot’ 
was not finished, and in spite of headsail furling difficulties, our 
new course enabled us to catch up and both yachts entered the 
moorings at Ardvasar within minutes of each other. What a 
splendid sail and a wonderful cruise! 
Our crew was a great bunch of characters as the following 
memorable quotes testify: 
 “I’ve been fishin’ man and boy, man and boy!” - Mark’s 
explanation for his success in catching all the mackerel in Loch 
Dunvegan. 
 “We will move on from the rice!” – the skipper ending 
comments on a culinary disaster.  
“What are your prospects young man?” - Stewart assessing 
David’s eligibility as a future son-in-law. 
 “Anyone for barley cup (ersatz coffee)? No! Ah well!” - vegan 
cook.  
“Ah, Captain Birdseye is at the helm, we should be OK!” - 
skipper on seeing the mate’s emerging white stubble. 
 “I don’t approve of all this drinking!” - anon.  
“ My God, look at my deck!!” - the mate when yesterday’s 
baked beans were dropped on a newly scrubbed cockpit sole, 
minutes before hand over. 
 
   

04 September 2008 
Milford Haven 6 July to 13 July Sailing in Kelel  a 

new Jenneau 36i  by Jenniie Garrett 
  
Skipper  Richard Vincent 
Nick Ostler 
Eric  
Steve Morris 
Derek 
Jennie Garrett 

  
We all 
assembled on 
a rather grey 
windy day at 
Neyland in the 
late afternoon. 
We were to 
take over 
Kelel as the 
first crew to 
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charter her...she had only been out the week before on an 
adventure cruise to the Scilly Isles with the owner of the charter 
company. The first downside piece of news was that the 
previous crew had torn a small hole in the mainsail and it had 
gone to be repaired and would not be refitted until the Monday 
morning. This scuppered the idea of motoring down the Cleddau 
to Dale in the evening ready to begin our passage to Ireland next 
morning if we had a favourable forecast. (The weather forecast 
was not favourable anyway!!)  We took over the boat, found a 
few French idiosyncrasies, which later in the week 
developed into, "Well she is French you know",  stowed our 
luggage, ate our first meal on board and bedded down for the 
night. 
 Cups of tea in bunks, courtesy of the skipper, showers 
(facilities at Neyland - especially the ladies’ shower block - are 
second to none) and a leisurely breakfast, passed the time until 
the sail fitters arrived and quickly fitted the sail. Two very young 
experts did a great job .... unfortunately we didn't discover until 
much later in the week that it was not possible to have one reef 
in the sail. Two or none!  But as the wind dictated two reefs 
most of the week, this was not a problem. 
 We left Neyland late morning and motored down to 

Castlewhich 
Bay where 
we anchored 
for lunch and 
then 
continued 
under sail (2 
reefs) wind 
NW 4-5 at 
speeds up 
8.5knots, to 
South Haven 

where we anchored overnight with the Puffins and Shearwaters 
for company. A very cold, choppy passage, some of the crew 
succumbing to sea-sickness and cold, which made a passage to 
Ireland tomorrow look less of a good prospect. Woken in the 
night by a couple of "booms" which next morning turned out to 
be a badly injured shearwater having flown into the rigging. 
Farmer Nick was called from his bunk to humanely finish it off. 
The cockpit was renamed the "poop" deck. 
  
Tuesday 8 July 
 We motored round the end of Skomer in very confused sea 
state, partly caused by the Wild Goose race off Skokholm, 
resulting in more seasickness and a skipper's descision that 

maybe 
Ireland 
was not a 
good 
destination 
given the 
week's 
weather 
conditions. 
We picked 
up a buoy 
in North 
Haven.  
A rescue  

of the connecting hose for the petrol tank by Derek, rowing the 
dinghy in a frantic chase after the skipper had accidentally 
dropped it overboard. Some of the crew went ashore to see the 

puffins etc from ashore whilst the rest of the crew relaxed and 
bird watched from the deck (saving £5 a head on the entry fee!) 
 We sailed across St Bride’s Bay to Solva where we dropped 
anchors, one at the bow and a kedge at the stern. The skipper 
was immensely pleased with this. Five minutes later, we 
received a call from the Charter company saying that Jenneau 
had recalled all boats of our model to check out a possible 
steering fault. After some discussion and taking into account the 

unfavourable 
weather 
forecast, we 
decided to 
return to 
Neyland that 
night. 
(The Charter 
boss had left 
it up to us 
either to stay 
put and he 
would send 
an engineer 

to us, or return for the check next morning.)  
 We hauled up the anchors (skipper bemoaned the fact that his 
anchoring skill was not put to the test of an overnight stay.) 
Sailed back across St Bride’s Bay and  motored through Jack 
sound just on the low water slack. 
 We sailed back to Dale and the tide was high enough for us to 
moor off the floating pontoon and go ashore for a fish and chip 
dinner in the local pub. We then did a night pilotage to Neyland 
up the Cleddau. Good experience for all, as with the gas and 
petrol terminals lit up like Christmas trees it requires a lot of 
concentration to block out the irrelevant lights. 
  
Wednesday 9 July 
 Awoke to pouring rain so went to a local cafe for a BIG 
breakfast. The engineer inspected Kelel and pronounced her sea-
worthy. Weather still very wet and grey. A decision was made to 
go by cars round the coast to St David's and visit the Cathedral. 
Good decision as the day continued to be grey and wet. The 
Cathedral looked very austere and atmospheric in mist and rain. 
A lovely place to visit, followed up by the obligatory cream tea. 
We then visited St David's lifeboat station and read of some the 
rescues they have taken part in - and reassuring too. We returned 
to Neyland in the evening ... still raining! 
  
Thursday 10 July 
 Dry but very windy, decided to motor/sail up the Cleddau. 
Once under the bridge, we sailed on the genoa up river to 

Lawrenny 
where we 
picked up 
a buoy and 
took the 
dinghy to 
go ashore 
to a pub 
for lunch. 
Sailed on 
up the 
river to the 
point 
where the 
river 
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divides into two and then motored back to Benton Castle where 
we anchored up, had a sleep, ate tea and cake and then motored 
back to Neyland. 
  
Friday 11 July 
 We sailed on 2 reefs most of the way to Grassholm, winds still 
NW 4-5. Sunny but still cold. Motored round Grassholm and 
watched the gannets. Motored to Ramsey, the tide was at slack 
so were able to go round Ramsey and down Ramsey sound, past 
the "Bitches" tidal race and on to Solva where we repeated the 
skipper’s instructions and successfully anchored overnight. 
Some of the crew went ashore in the dinghy and some of us 
stayed and relaxed on deck - and cooked dinner. 
  
Saturday 12 July 

 Spent the 
day sailing 
in St Bride's 
Bay, 
anchored and 
watched 
some divers 
whilst we ate 
lunch. 
Returned 
through Jack 
Sound at the 
first possible 
part of the 
tide 

height....still some swirling water which made it interesting! 
Then full sails out at last for a great exhilarating sail back to and 
most of the way up river (on the genoa) with Nick enjoying 
himself, putting in lots of tacks. Not easy to make tea and cakes! 
  
Sunday 13 July 
 Early tea in bunks courtesy of Derek, quick breakfast on deck.  
A beautiful morning of course and then down to the fuel berth. 
Back to wash the boat down and then Nick, Steve and Derek left 
to return home. The rest of us finished clearing and then had a 
last lunch in the cafe and also set off to return home. 
  

Things learnt:- 
 Mobile phones are useful for 1) getting urgent calls re possible 
steering faults, 2) sending texts longer then those a normal 
person puts on a postcard with no abvs. and no spelling 
mistakes, 3) taking loads of photos including night mode and 
then spending ages looking at them 4) car mobile chargers do 
not work (well it was a French boat) 

 Two people can tie a reef knot each holding one end and not 
letting go ( I still don’t see why it was so funny that I wanted to 
swap ends so I had the right hand end!!) 
 We all learnt to tie a bowline round ourselves with one hand 
and eyes closed, thanks to Eric's patient instructions 
 Fair weather friends are those that disappear below and shut 
the hatches at the first sign of rain leaving the poor helmswoman 
who had had the foresight to put waterproofs on before we set 
off, to fend for herself. 
 You don’t need good weather to enjoy sailing but I knew that 
anyway! 
 What do you get when you put professional wire cutter, wood 
worker, knot tier, sheep farmer/teaser, dog bed stuffer and an old 
grannie? 
Answer A fantastic skipper and crew 
 
 

Jennie’s recipes. (first of many I hope! – ed) 
Chicken Lasagne (this recipe is a good meal to 
prepare in advance, freeze and take with you 
for reheating on board as a first night meal for 
the crew to relax over and prepare for the 
passage ahead!) 
  
Serves 6. 

  
2 tablespoons veg. oil. 
2 onions, chopped. 
2 carrots, chopped. 
4 ozs. button mushrooms, chopped. 
2 crushed garlic cloves. 
8 skinned chicken thighs, diced. 
2 cans chopped tomatoes. 
3 tablespoons of tomato puree. 
approx. 1/4 pint chicken stock. 
8 sheets of no-pre-cook lasagne. 
2 ozs. plain flour. 
2 ozs. butter. 
1 pint milk. 
4 ozs. mature cheddar cheese grated + extra to sprinkle over 
when re-heating.   
Seasoning to taste. 
 Heat the oil, add the onion and fry for 2-3 minutes. Add the 
carrot, mushrooms and garlic and cook for a further 2 minutes. 
Add the chicken and cook for 5 minutes, then add tomatoes and 
tomato puree, stock and seasoning.  Cover and simmer for 1/2 an 
hour. 
Place half the chicken mixture in 2 medium square or 
rectangular ovenproof dishes that are not too deep. (A large one 
may not fit into galley oven). Add a layer of pasta, repeat with a 
layer of chicken and pasta, then melt butter in a saucepan, stir in 
the flour, stir the milk in slowly, bring to boil and add cheese.  
When thickened, pour over pasta, cool and freeze. 
 When reheating, add remainder of cheese a few minutes before 
serving, return to oven or finish under a hot grill. 
 Serve with garlic bread or crusty loaf, red/white wine or beer. 
  
Noodle Warmer (this is a quick boat cupboard recipe, good 
when all your bread has gone mouldy!) 
  
1 pkt. instant noodles per person - (don’t add the powdered 
flavouring). 
1 German type sausage per person (frankfurter). 
Chicken bovril. 



 10

1 or 2 tins baked beans. 
1 oxtail cup-a-soup made with half cup of boiling water. 
 Put all the noodles in a large saucepan and add boiling water, 
amount as stated on pkts.  Cook until soft and have absorbed 
water. Meanwhile heat the beans and diced sausage in another 
saucepan. 
 Place the noodles in individual bowls and add beans and 
sausage, add bovril and/or soup according to individual taste.  
Great when crew are cold and hungry!! 
 

PRESIDING MASTER  
KEITH STEDMAN 

 
 
Wishing you all well……… 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
DEPUTY PRESIDING MASTER 

ARTHUR WOOD  
 

 
Been away a lot, but spotted this up near 
Lindisfarne…………! 
 
Says it all…. and so refreshing! 
 
 

 

 
 
 
PAUL RATCLIFFE – MEMBERSHIP (01778 341475) 
 

  
Paul and 
BEVERLEY!!  
 
Photograph Courtesy  
- Nigel McMillan 
 
 
 

Membership Contact List             
Sometime ago your hard working council sat down to discuss a 
couple of matters relating to the membership list.   It was 
suggested and agreed that the sporadic social events and more 
regular sailing expeditions were probably not sufficient to create 
and maintain a healthy dialogue amongst members.  To bolster 
this, it was agreed that it would be a good idea to publish (to 
members only), a list of members names and basic contact 
details enabling direct contact if required.  This detail would 
comprise Name, Village or  Town, Phone Number and/or Email 
address. 
Naturally, prior permission  would have to be sought from each 
member to include them on the list.  Tied in with this, I also 
undertook to look at current Data Protection legislation and to 
determine what the group needed to do to conform to the 
handling of your personal details in total.   
Now this was all sometime before Christmas and only shortly 
after Bev - (not Debbie) - and I started the wedding planning for 
May.    As a result, just getting out the normal renewal notices, 
payments processed and new members acknowledgments, has 
been a struggle this year let alone leaving aside the riveting 
research into the Data Protection Act, for this I must apologise.   
By next annual renewal time I hope to have sorted this out!  So 
in the forthcoming limited number of shopping days till next 
Christmas, if you need to get in contact with somebody, please 
contact me in the first instance and I will pass on your details to 
them. 
 
Standing Order woes.   
It seems that a number of banks are incapable of 
administering an annual membership standing order judging by 
the number of failed transactions this year.  Either that, or a lot 
of you have moved all your funds to that other offshore account!  
I will be contacting those affected soon, along with those who 
haven’t attempted to pay at all yet! 
 
Membership Figures 
Members 132    Friends 19   (including Joint) 
 

-SOCIAL EVENTS 
 

JO WOODS 
 
See Appendix! 

 
 

 
 

-NAVIGATION 
 

CLIVE CRANKSHAW       (01664 454403) 
 

Extracts from the RIN  Spring 2008  
Newsletter “Fairway” article on   
e-navigation by kind permission of John 
Hasselgren (Editor) and Prof. Andy Norris 
FRNI  (contributor), first published in 
“Digital Ship”.  

The “E” stands for enhanced – not electronic! 
 
E-COLREGS . or the shape of things to come? 
The COLREGS are rightfully considered by all mariners to be 
the primary rules of the sea. They have evolved over many years 
and the latest regulations, which date from 1972, have proven to 
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be very effective in use. In fact, the collisions that still occur are 
almost invariably shown to be the result of one or more parties 
not adhering to them. Such contravention is a serious matter and 
therefore a court of law will normally apportion blame as to 
what actions contravened the rules.  
It is not expected that things have changed much since a 
Nautical Institute (NI) survey in 2002 found that up to 24 per 
cent of experienced mariners were suggesting courses of action 
to a defined scenario that apparently contravened the 
COLREGS.  
The rules to avoid collision should be made in ample time and 
with due regard to the observance of good seamanship". Some 
seafarers wonder whether the COLREGS should be changed to 
require vessels crossing separation lanes to keep out of the way 
of vessels travelling along the lanes, which should stand on. A 
similar strategy is common amongst leisure sailors with self -
preservation in mind. They avoid getting into situations where 
they become the stand-on vessel to anything approaching the 
size of a ship! 
The concept of one vessel maintaining its course - the stand-on 
vessel - and the other taking a defined avoiding action is an 
important aspect of the modem Collision Regulations. It was 
first proposed by the French authorities, as long ago as 1863. 
The only exception to this general case is the head-on situation 
for power vessels, where experience has shown that both should 
alter course to starboard. 
Since 1972 there have only been a small number of minor 
amendments to the Collision Regulations. One change that has 
been recently proposed at IMO will be further discussed at the 
next NAV meeting. This is a detailed amendment that is 
intended to keep leisure craft below 20 metres in length out of 
the way of larger vessels. What is interesting is the amount of 
consternation that it is causing to institutions that represent 
professional seafarers. This is not because their members 
wouldn't prefer leisure craft to keep out of their way but for a 
whole host of practical considerations, not least that the 
complexity of the rules, as current1y proposed, would lead to the 
possibility of an increase in the number of accidents. Any 
proposed changes to the COLREGS are rightly treated with the 
utmost caution. It's not that they are perfect but proposed 
changes often solve one problem at the expense of introducing 
many more. However, there are some fimdamenta1 aspects of 
the present COLREGS that may not be compatible with the 
future conduct of vessels in an e-Navigation age. 
Eight of the rules are specific to the 'conduct of vessels in sight 
of one another'. Only one applies specifically to vessels in 
restricted visibility. Amongst other aspects, it gives good 
cautionary instructions when the presence of other vessels is 
detected by radar alone. 
High integrity systems (a follow-on for e-navigation) 
When in waters shared with shipping traffic, even the smallest 
craft would then need to carry an MS-like device that is perhaps 
the size of a mobile phone, inexpensive and with a battery life of 
many days. In such a future, the displayed situation is likely to 
have more veracity than the perceived situation that is given via 
MK I eyeball.. This does not mean that visual information 
becomes worthless - it will just become secondary. It will help 
the mariner to assimilate displayed information and will retain a 
sense of reality with the outside world 
However, it is important to realise that the infrastructure and 
needed equipment is not (yet) in place. For instance: there is 
only one fully realised GNSS; the present Automatic 
Identification System (MS) does not have sufficient integrity; 
marine radars still rely on manual adjustment to optimise their 

performance; and the navigation systems fitted to ships today do 
not have anything like the reliability and integrity needed for 
such a future. The new systems will be considerably more 
expensive than current ones, if built today. However, the cost of 
technology is always on a downwards spiral and therefore it 
could be expected - maybe within 10 years - that they would be 
affordable. 
The COLREGS would need to be entirely rewritten. It could be 
speculated that in the even more distant future decisions on 
collision avoidance could be computed from all the available 
data, including, for instance: manoeuvring data of the vessels 
involved; electronic chart data and vessel route plans. Future 
COLREGS could cover these but perhaps only in a way that a 
machine could understand The ultimate 'e-COLREGS' perhaps 
result in all vessels getting mutually consistent but vessel-
specific instructions on the correct action to take. For instance, 
"in 5 minutes apply 10 degrees helm and slow to 60 revs" - but 
why would we then need humans on watch at all . . . ?
 Digital Ship, March 2008. 
 
-ADMINISTRATION – COUNCIL MATTERS 

 
NEIL MACFARLANE        (01159 
663028) 
Council met on 6 June at the King's 
Hotel, Grantham. Jo Wood (recipient 
of the 2008 Navigator's Cup) was 
welcomed as our new Social Secretary, 

of whom we expect great things (but give her a chance to get 
things moving again). Colin Brockett was unable to attend - 
Colin has been unwell lately so Council recorded their good 
wishes to him for a speedy recovery. 
 The Sailing Programme was reviewed - the Milford Haven 
Sailex was full and imminent, and the Hebrides Sailex well-
advanced in its organisation. A trickle of names for the October 
Sailex had yet to become a flood. 
 The Website would receive an infusion of new blood. 
Jo outlined her plans for a revitalised Social Programme which 
were received with enthusiasm, and it was hoped members 
would react similarly. Richard Oakes reported on our healthy 
financial position; as did Paul Ratcliffe on membership numbers 
(though a few members were in arrears). Ian sought copy for 
TOGline and it was agreed that we should distribute copies to 
local sailing clubs in an effort to alert more to the delights of 
offshore sailing with TOG. 
 Mark had sent his apologies but provided an emailed report on 
training activities. Council agreed that it was important to 
encourage more experienced members to act as skippers 
by gaining RYA Coastal Skipper tickets and that TOG should 
put funds towards support of their gaining these qualifications. A 
number of members would be approached to this effect. 
  

-TREASURER 
RICHARD OAKES            (01636 640414) 
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TRAINING 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COLIN BROCKETT                                  MARK DAVIS  
(01205 722886) /  (01949 860815) 

TRAINING 
 

Diesel Engine 
Radio (Short Range Certificate – GMDSS etc.) 

First Aid 
Radar Sea Survival 

Colin offers sailing experience over 
a range of weekends on the 
Wash/East Coast, to TOG members 
and friends on his yacht “Nosey”, a 
PARKER 325 (33ft) Lift Keel 
yacht, well equipped with  safety 
and navigation aids. 
Accommodation for six in three 
cabins - four berths being available 
on any trip. 

 

August 29th to  31st. 

September 12th to 15th 

September 25thth to 28th 

Please contact Colin directly. 

 

 

 

- WEBSITE 
 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  

 www.trent-offshore-group.co.uk 
There is a wealth of information on it! 
 
It has been upgraded considerably and now has a “buy and sell” 
section to help you dispose of those unwanted bits and bobs! 
You will also find all the Application Forms as required by the 
Group 
 

TAILPIECE 
Humour for Lexophiles 
 I wondered why the baseball was getting bigger. Then it hit me.  
Police were called to a Day Care Centre, where a three-year-old 
was resisting a rest.  
Did you hear about the guy whose whole left side was cut off? 
He's all right now.  
The roundest knight at King Arthur's round table was Sir 
Cumference.  
The butcher backed up into the meat grinder and got a little 
behind in his work.  
To try and write with a broken pencil is pointless.  
When fish are in schools they sometimes take debate 
The short fortune teller who escaped from prison was a small 
medium at large.  
The thief who stole a calendar got twelve months.  
Another thief who fell into wet cement, he became a hardened 
criminal.  
Thieves who steal corn from a garden could be charged with 
stalking.  
We'll never run out of math teachers because they always 
multiply.  
When the smog lifts in Los Angeles, U.C.L.A.  
The maths professor went crazy with the blackboard. He did a 
number on it.  
The geology professor discovered that her theory on earthquakes 
was on very shaky ground.  
Some old dead batteries were given out free of charge.  

CRUISE DETAILS  

 

Booking/Trip 
Number 

Trip Title/Description/Skippers Dates 
Approximate 
BerthCosts * 

05/08 

October Sailex          Please note dates correction to that in mini-brochure 
 
As much of an end of season social as a sailing expedition. The need to have four 
boats on the water for this trip in 2005 speaks volumes about its popularity.  All 
levels of sailing experience welcome. Usual sailing area is Solent and south coast. 
 
Contact: mark.r.davis@btinternet.com 

Weds. Oct 
1st 

_ 
Sun. Oct. 

5th 

£200.00 * 

 
* Please note that the berth costs are shown as a guide only, as the eventual cost will depend on the charter price of the boat and the 
number of berths taken. 

· Please note that a temporary Membership fee of £20.00 will be charged in addition to the costs shown above to all non-
TOG members.  
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Canaries Holiday Cruise February 2009 
Dates - One or Two Weeks February 2009 to coincide with schools half term 

 
 

Description and 
Itinerary  
 
A relaxing holiday cruise 
from Gran Canaria with 
possible changeover of 
crew after one week using 
flights to/from different 
airports and/or the 
excellent ferry system 
between islands. All are 
worth seeing from the land 
so a couple of days inland 
touring could make a 

welcome, or necessary, break from cruising. Due to the dependence on the weather detailed planning is best done once we get 
there. An advantage of starting the cruise sailing East (Fuerteventura, Lanzarote, La Graciosa) is that getting back to Gran 
Canaria is easier if the weather gets rough.  If we go West (Tenerife, Gomera, La Palma, Hierro) it is easier getting there but 
could be rough getting back. What is certain is that there will be a few longer passages of over 60 Miles timed to minimise 
night sailing. 
Catering 
Eating out when we want to is inexpensive but we will predominantly cater on board to limit further costs. 
Cost Estimates.         £400 two weeks, £250 one week (Berth only).  Flights £180 (it's around half-term), Airport Parking 
(£10 Each), food & drink (£140) I fuel (£10) , mooring fees (£14) , security deposit limited to first £50 of any damage each, 
personal travel insurance. 
Vessel 
Zeus is a comfortable, beamy ketch and a past TOG charter, though not since around 2002. An electronics refit was carried 
out in 2003. More details about Zeus and other photos can be found at www\\canarysailing.com. . 
Weather 
Better than UK.  The prevailing winds are the NE trade winds and in February are not too strong and they might not even be 
from the NE! Air temperature averages for February are 18 to 25 degrees C on the coast to -4 degrees C on some mountains. 
Sunshine 6 Hours, Sea Temperature 22 Degrees C. Measurable rain on 7 days in the month, 
Crew 
Sklpper(s) Paul Ratcliffe + (?) 
1st Mate    Frank Castella (Owner) 
 +4    Comfortable Berths available 
Frank is a native Spanish speaker and obviously knows the vessel and area very well along with all the good places on land to 
visit, shop, eat fish, drink and be merry!  He will not charge us anything for crewing or shuttling us back and forth from the 
Airport but we will need to cover his own expenses by means of watering and feeding him as a group. (Apparently he does 
not eat much!). Having Frank on board means we won't waste precious hours checking through the inventory and pondering 
the about the sails and rigging at the beginning and end of the trip. 
Tailoring Your Requirements 
This cruise is for you to enjoy so if you have any further questions, suggestions.or requests, please call organiser Paul 
Ratcliffe 01778 34147501' email paulmr3@02.co.uk 
 
viability of this cruise by requesting a booking form .from Keith Stedman 01636.816587 or downloading from the 
www.trent-offshore-qroup.co.uk and paying your deposit by November 2008. 
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Booking 
Guarantee your place and  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Below is a list of proposed social events for 2008 – 2009. I am hoping to organise a lively and 
varied calendar of events for all members and frien ds of TOG. So that I can gauge interest for 
each event, could you please complete the enclosed form indicating whether any of the events 
would be of interest to you. 
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Please complete the form below to indicate whether any of the proposed social events will be of 
interest to you. 
�
NAME:   
 
 
ADDRESS:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
TEL NOS:  
 
 
 
EMAIL: 
 
 
Please indicate below the events that you would be interested in attending. 
 
Event:     I would be interested in attending 
 
Social Evening / Pub Quiz  YES    NO   

Annual Dinner / Dance  YES    NO   

River Trent Pub Trip   YES    NO   

Tall Ships Day Sail    YES    NO   

 
If there are any other trips, outgoings, social eve nts that you would like to have arranged, 
please let me have your suggestions. 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please return your form to:- 
Jo Wood, 2 Ingthorpe Cottage, Ingthorpe, Peterborou gh PE9 4AZ or  
Email me at:- 
jo.wood@buckles-law.co.uk  or 
Ring me on:- 
077 297 65002 
 


