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SUMMER NEWSLETTER 2009 

                      ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
VARNISH:  High fiction coating used in pubs to improve the telling of the latest sailing story. 

 

Welcome once again to the 
Summer Edition of your very 
own newsletter.  I have to say it 
is somewhat shorter than we 
have been accustomed, but it 
has been a somewhat 

unfortunate year so far.  Due to a lack of take-up, 
Richard Vincent’s Wales Sailex did not get on the 
water.   He consoled himself with a trip to the Bay 
of Cadiz and sailing thereupon – but outside of 
TOG.  The second blow was the cancellation of the 
summer trip across the channel due to unforeseen 
problems that made it impractical and difficult to 
go.  Normally, in this edition, it would have been 
full of the reports of those two trips. I hope, 
nevertheless, that what we have provided for you 
is satisfactory.  Thanks to Jo Wood and the Tall 
Ships expedition, I am able to provide you with 
two good reports and some cracking photos.  I am 
grateful to all the usual contributors who have 
rallied around - Keith, Norman, Arthur, Jo and 
Neil.  Perhaps some others of you feel moved to 
pen some item that I am sure will be of interest to 
everyone.  Please help if you can.  It’s so good to 
receive articles over the internet or through the 
post – it never fails to excite me never knowing 
what is going to appear when I open them… 
There has been quite a bit of activity elsewhere 
on the sailing front.  Cowes week was a bit of a 
let-down, with such light winds, a mass of 
competitors misreading the course on the first day 
and being disqualified.  The old maxim still holds 
good …. the pessimist worries when the weather 
will change, the optimist knows the weather will 
change whilst the realist puts on the kettle and has 
a cup of tea whilst waiting for the change….  
Sailing, specifically is so weather dependent – 

even the Fastnet is likely to be a very quiet affair 
on this 30th anniversary of that storm-wracked 
disaster.  The slim 100-foot greyhounds with their 
sleek lines and massive sail areas capable of over 
30 knots in the right conditions, can be reduced to 
a crawl along with the smallest dinghy, in the 
wrong ones.  How many times have we in TOG 
been caught by the “wrong” conditions – 
stormbound, fogbound or becalmed?  It all seems 
to be part of the Fun(??) of pitting oneself against 
the elements and satisfying a craving that many 
Englishmen seem to possess -  witness the 
apparent numbers who are studying for the RYA 
certificates.  Being an island race must have 
something to do with it! 
The article by Norman on the e-borders question 
certainly sets one to thinking.  Let us hope that the 
RYA do manage to make this lot see sense and 
allow us to go about our own business, allowing a 
certain freedom of choice regarding our ultimate 
destination!  Not everyone carries Internet 
connections with them and some who do, can end 
up with them becoming rather sodden……!  Hair 
dryers can be very useful, so I am informed……! 
I will end with the hope that the October sailex 
can provide the Autumn edition with a little 
humour and suitable gravitas as we come to the 
season’s close.  It’s a great time – weather as 
always permitting – and we hope to see those who  
can – will. 
Until 31st October deadline – Happy Sailing 

         Ian.Calderwood 
19, St. John’s Close 

 Ryhall 
Stamford 

Lincs.  PE9 4HS 
Tel: (01780) 763748.  e-mail: berician@aol.com 
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TAFFRAIL TATTLE  –  by Norman Allen 

 
AGAINST THE TRAFFIC 
 
A little item of news in my latest 
copy of the RYA magazine 
‘Wavelength’ made interesting and 
salutary reading. It would appear that 
a 36� ft motor cruiser on a delivery 
trip, with a RYA Advanced 

Powerboat Instructor as skipper, entered the SW shipping 
lane in the Dover Strait’s Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) 
and made passage NE against the flow of traffic; He 
continued in it for 50 minutes covering some 15 nm before 
leaving it and entering the Inshore Traffic Zone. As could be 
expected the vessel passed “relatively close” to three large 
merchant ships travelling in the opposite direction. HM 
Coastguard couldn’t make contact by VHF and launched an 
aircraft to identify the vessel as it left the lane. At this point 
the skipper became aware of the aircraft and answered a 
radio call from Dover Coastguard. At a subsequent hearing 
in Folkestone Magistrates Court the skipper was fined 
£6,000 plus £2,084 – 45 costs with the Court “taking into 
account the defendant’s guilty plea and his co-operation 
with the Marine Coastguard Agency (MCA).” A number of 
lessons to pass on to his students one might say, particularly 
as the RYA Training Committee suspended his Powerboat 
Instructor Certificates, only restored following a detailed re-
assessment. 
 
e-BORDERS UPDATE 
 
What a farce this “programme” (as it is loftily referred to by 
Her Majesty’s Government) has become. Despite much 
correspondence between the RYA and the “e-Borders’ 
team” there seems to be a complete failure to present to the 
offshore sailing community any coherent system or any real 
justification for continuing with this bureaucratic nonsense. 
It would appear that e-BORDERS has given way on the port 
of return issue, a point that I made in the last TOGLINE 
article, and now admits that weather conditions (or even the 
health state of a crew member) mean that a yacht skipper 
can never be 100% certain of his/her return port when first 
leaving the UK. How is this going to be resolved? The RYA 
reports that e-BORDERS “will work with us when 
considering alternative methods of data submission” but just 
what does this mean? 
 
Someone, somewhere, has got to make the point, loudly and 
clearly, that if this scheme is scheduled to come into force in 
2014 then by that time all the rogues, vagabonds and 
vandals that had decided to come to the UK will have 
smuggled themselves in years before the deadline, most 
likely in the backs of lorries that have been broken into in 
Dieppe, Calais or Dunkirk. I can only come back to my 
original premise: that a few more Customs/Immigration 
launches would do the job far more efficiently and at much 
less cost than this ill thought out and, as far as I can see, 
unworkable scheme. I wonder if anyone in this government 
has given thought to the fact that HM Customs and 
Immigration stop both British and foreign flagged vessels 
within territorial waters at the moment and with a few more 
vessels could do a superb job. We certainly do not need this 
bureaucratic and expensive scheme to secure our borders. It 
would be interesting if the government actually published 
some figures as to how many illegal immigrants have 

entered, or have been presumed to have entered, the UK by 
being smuggled in by small craft (fishing vessels, motor 
yachts, and sailing vessels of all types). 
 
In conclusion (well until the next issue when doubtless there 
will be more to relate) I must commend the RYA’s attitude 
and practice. It is involved in tedious negotiations with a 
government agency which, according to Stuart Carruthers 
the RYA Cruising Manager, “Doesn’t appear to be listening. 
They have a mandate and they seem to be rolling it out 
regardless 
 
 

PUSHPIT PRATTLE by Keith Stedman 
 
A Voyage Round the World (well at 
least a bit of the Solent!!)   
 
A copy of “A Voyage Round the 
World” by W. H. G. Kingston has been 
with me for as long as I  
can remember. My copy is signed by 
my Dad “B. C. Stedman June 4th 

1908.” I have no idea why my father signed the book on that 
date – it wasn’t his 
birthday and as far 
as I can ascertain 
has no particular 
relevance. Why ever 
my father signed it 
will probably now 
remain a mystery 
but that said, the 
book still remains a 
cracking good read. 
As you might expect 
it depicts exactly 
what it says on the 
cover and tells of the 
adventures befalling 
a young man that 
goes to sea on a tall 

ship for a voyage round the world. I cannot remember the 
first time I read that book (in fact I have a job to remember 
what I had for lunch yesterday!!) but it certainly stirred 
something inside of me and ever since I have had the wish 
to take a voyage on a tall ship. I suppose I ought to qualify 
the above by saying that I have sailed once or twice with the 
(then named)  
“Ocean Youth 
Club” and I 
believe their 
yachts are 
technically 
classed as a “tall 
ship” but whilst 
this experience 
(as all sailing) 
was great my 
wish was more along the lines of setting sail on a “square 
rigger.” My initial wish has only been added to over the 
years by reading such authors as Alexander Kent and his 
wonderful “Bolitho” ; Patrick O’Brian with the “Jack 
Aubrey” series (from which the recent film Master and 
Commander was taken) and of course, the “Hornblower” 
series by C.S. Forester. 

Stavros Niarchos 

TOG shower! 
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So why didn’t I do something about it? I don’t know – but 
the fact remains that when the opportunity for a day on a tall 
ship arose through Trent Offshore Group this June, I was 
first in the line to sign up (or at least make my mark). 
Circumstances dictated that I could not do the planned over-
night stay so, at 04:30 hours, a little over 101 years after my 
father had signed the book, Neil, Richard and myself 
departed from Southwell to get to Southampton ready to 
board the “Stavros Niarchos” by the required 08:00 hours. 
First job was (apparently for legal reasons) to sign on as part 
of the ships crew. After that it was a welcome address by the 
captain and then the inevitable Health and Safety talks about 
the various activities of the day.  
 
Before 
leaving 
port, we 
were all 
given the 
opportunity 
to go “up 
and over”; 
this was the 
Tall Ships 
Youth 
Trusts way 
of saying 
have a go at 
climbing 
the rigging 
(more 
specifically 
the 
“ratlines”) 
up on the 
port side as far as the 
first yard, then down 
again on the starboard side. Most of the TOG group had a 
go and as is usual some found it relatively straightforward 
whilst others were a little more wary of the height!  
 
On leaving our berth, Stavros Niarchos motored out from 
Southampton Water and into the Solent where the “crew for 
the day” were given instruction on how to adjust the yards, 
as a team and working together, to harness the wind from 
whichever quarter it may blow. The day was almost perfect 

with blue skies and hot sun. Alas our instruction on how to 
harness the wind could not be put into practice with any real 
intent as the one thing that was missing was a wind of any 

strength. However, the calm conditions did give the 
opportunity for those that wanted to, to go aloft once again, 
this time to the second yard and balance out along the yard 
in order to stow the sails.  
 
All in all I certainly enjoyed the day, but would have liked a 
little more wind to really get the feel of a tall ship moving to 
the power of the elements. Has the day sated my appetite to 
sail a tall ship?  Not a bit of it – I thoroughly enjoyed the 
day but now would like to do a longer trip to really get the 
feel of things. Anyone else interested? 
 
………………..and just a note for those of you that may be 
interested in a good “Boys Own Adventure Story”, having 
checked on Amazon.co.uk/books I can confirm that A 
Voyage Round the World is still in print at a cost of £12.99. 
Don’t delay if you are interested as it is published through 
the Dodo press and you know what happened to them!! 
 
Keep smiling and keep sailing……… 
 
 

REPORTS 

 
e-NAVIGATION 
by Norman Allen 
 
Most of you will be acquainted with 
the fact that I become somewhat 
concerned when I read reports and 
articles relating to passage making 
where the art and science of 
navigation is ignored and the author 

blathers on about his profusion of electronic aids. I was 
delighted, therefore, to read an article by Professor David 
Last, the Immediate Past President of the Royal Institute of 
Navigation, in a recent copy of our bi-monthly magazine 
entitled “Navigation News,” where he wrote the following 
thought provoking comments: “Raise navigation standards? 
Why? Modern vessels have integrated bridges and 
electronic chart displays driven directly by GPS and one 
officer has finger-tip control of a 100,000 ton ship at 25 
knots. True, but despite all this technology navigation 
standards are appalling! A few years ago the MV 
TRICOLOR sank in the English Channel with a cargo of 
some 2,000 luxury cars. An exclusion zone was promptly 
created around the wreck. Yet, during the few months that 
TRICOLOR lay there, the MV NICKLA and the MV 
VICKY ran into her and 100 other ships breeched the 
exclusion zone in near misses. Something must be done.” 
 
We all know of, and many of us have had a little quiet laugh 
at, the antics of the e-sailors. These intrepid mariners are the 
ones who will “navigate” without reference to charts or the 
relevant Pilots and perceive GPS as some panacea that will 
overcome all navigation problems at the push of a button. 
Professor Last makes the point that GPS can be affected by 
so many natural or man-made causes and lists a number of 
global or semi-global systems that are coming in to work 
alongside, or replace, the American system upon which 
some mariners currently rely on so heavily. Some of the 
causes of failure of the current system are bizarre indeed. 
For example the entire sun-lit side of the Earth was blocked  
to GPS for up to 12 hours by a solar flare in December 
2006; on New Year’s Day 2004 the failure of an atomic 

On the yard 

From above looking aft 
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clock on a GPS satellite created errors of some 40 
kilometres over vast tracks of the American seaboard; a 
couple of faulty TV antennae units on a vessel in a 
Californian harbour blocked reception on every vessel 
therein and for a kilometre out to sea, and last year the US 
Navy inadvertently jammed GPS across the harbour at San 
Diego for a period of two hours. 
 
However all is not gloom and it does look as though Europe 
has begun to copy the USA and is working on the provision 
of navigational cover additional to GPS. Perhaps the most 
exciting probability is the introduction of e-LORAN, a 
revamped and very much updated system owing its pedigree 
to the LORAN system used by aircraft pilots for many a 
long year. I did refer to this in the Spring 2006 edition of 
TOGLINE when I commented that there looked to be a new 
future for the system. As usual with the electronics industry 
research and development have leapt forward and e-
LORAN has now been developed with the power and 
capability of providing a parallel system to GPS with the 
prospect of becoming the preferred option in the European 
market. Anyway when I am in possession of more news 
about future developments and possible alternatives to 
existing systems I will produce a further update to this 
fascinating and internationally controversial subject.  
 
In the meanwhile do remember that the best insurance 
against getting lost at sea is to plot your last known position 
on a chart (regardless of how you acquired the information) 
and to make sure that you keep a course update going for as 
long as you are at sea. Remember it’s the one who hasn’t 
plotted the vessel’s position that gets lost or gets the tidal 
streams back to front in relation to direction being steered!     
 

TOG on a TALL SHIP 
by Jo Wood 

 
Date: Sunday 14th June 2009  
Port: Southampton 
Craft: 60 metre square rigged tall ship 
Name: Stavros S Niarchos 
 
Seven TOG members enjoyed a fantastic 

day sail aboard this magnificent tall ship. Having organised 
the trip, it was of course my duty to lead the advance party 
and I was pleased that, after the usual shopping opportunity 
at Bicester, myself and my partner, Jason, arrived safely in 
Southampton at about 4.00 pm on Saturday afternoon. We 
checked into the lovely (and very reasonably priced) hotel 

that Graham had 
booked and 
arranged to meet up 
with Clive and 
Graham later that 
evening. Having 
located the hotel’s 
bar terrace and 
restaurant, we 
settled in for the 
afternoon (big 

mistake!) and then enjoyed a lovely meal in the restaurant 
with Clive and Graham. 
 
The rest of the TOG members were leaving at 4.00 am on 
Sunday morning to join the ship at 8.30 am. Unfortunately, 
as I had peaked a little too soon on Saturday afternoon, it 

was a struggle to get up at 6.30 am and whilst the hotel 
breakfast looked very appealing, a slice of toast was all that 
I needed!  
 
We left the hotel and my navigational skills then eluded me 
(just like the car park we were heading for!) After a minor 
domestic and a long walk down the quay, we finally made it 
aboard Stavros S Niarchos, being the last of the whole crew 
to arrive – so much for being the advance party and 
organiser! 

 
After a 
warm 
welcom
e aboard 
by the 
voluntee
r Tall 
Ships 
crew, 
we were 
fitted 
with 
harnesse

s which were obligatory for climbing the rigging. During the 
safety briefing in the mess room, we were advised that it 
was not permitted to sit on the benches wearing the 
harnesses – this was, unfortunately, the first of Jason’s 
misdemeanours!  

 
Before leaving the 
berth, we were all 
given the opportunity 
climb the rigging up to 
the first level platform. 
Some of the TOG 
members were more 
keen than others and 
whilst I stayed firmly 
on the deck, Jason 
clung to the rigging 
with a look of fear in 
his eyes, Keith and 
Richard shimmied up 
the rigging and waved 
excitedly from the 

platform. 
 
After breakfast of 
bacon butties, we left 
the berth and headed 
down Southampton 
Water. The sun was 
shining gloriously and 
it was a lovely warm 
day. Whilst watching 
the sights and 
drinking tea, the 
Captain announced 
over the speakers that 
“Only vermin, fools 
and first-timers sit on 
the rails!” – Jason’s 
second misdemeanour! 
 

Jason and Jacob’s Ladder!! 

From the bowsprit! 

Presiding Master on ratlines 

Members of “girls aloft 
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We had been split into watches and allocated either easing 
or hauling jobs in our teams. The crew gave us a very 
interesting and in-depth talk on how all of the rigging 
worked and how the bracing procedure was to run. I am 
ashamed to admit that I didn’t know that the word halyard 

that we use today came from ‘hauling the yards’ and that 
there is in fact no such thing as a ‘yardarm’. 
 
Once out into open waters, we had our first opportunity to 
put the bracing procedure into practice. Teams eased on the 
port side and hauled on the starboard side and then the 
‘spaghetti’ that was left was coiled and stored on pins. The 
number of ropes required to move the rigging and haul the 
sails is truly amazing. 
 
Unfortunately, whilst the sun was shining, the wind wasn’t 
blowing but we were pleased when the Captain announced 
that we were under sail and making 1 knot through the 

water! 
 
After lunch, everyone had the chance to explore different 
parts of the Ship. Some went out on the bowsprit, some 
joined the First Officer on the bridge and checked out the 
navigation room. Others, gluttons for punishment, were 
allowed up the rigging again. Our illustrious Commodore 
seemed to have no fear and was soon out on the yard 
enjoying the view and waving regally. 
The tide soon turned and it was time to head back to 
Southampton. On the basis of what goes up, must come 
down, the volunteer crew furled the sails and we headed 
back under motor. We docked back at Southampton at about 
4.30 pm with a warm glow (sunburn in my case!) on our 
faces and having enjoyed a truly marvellous, once in a 
lifetime experience. 

 
 

 
DEPUTY PRESIDING MASTER 

ARTHUR WOOD  
 

“What about the TRENT…? 
 
In TOG, we do a lot of “Offshore” but – 
what about the “Trent”? 
The River Trent rises in Staffordshire and 
runs 150 miles, finally merging with the 
Yorkshire Ouse at Trent Falls, thus 
forming the mighty Humber The Trent 

becomes navigable at  Derwentmouth, just east of the M1 
and is navigable for 93 miles.  It is classified by the 1962 
Transport Act as a commercial waterway. 
The first 40 miles are non-tidal and at present do not see 
much commercial traffic.  It is only about ten years since 
300-ton oil barges were discharging at Nottingham.  This 

section of the 
river is mostly 
used by cruisers 
and narrowboats.  
Small sailing 
craft enjoy both a 
4-mile section 
adjacent to the 
Attenborough 
Nature Reserve 
and below 

Nottingham, the 16 miles to Newark, with only one bridge 
necessitating a lowered mast! 
Between Nottingham and the end of the non-tidal section at 
Cromwell, there are 6 mechanised locks.  These are 
operated by BWB staff in the daytime.  Boaters can contact 
them on VHF Ch74 and at other times, those with a BWB 
key, can unlock the control panel and perform   a touch of 
DIY. 
Soon after leaving Nottingham, the river passes the National 
Water Sports Centre, where some water is diverted to power 
the white water canoe course.  On the opposite bank is 
Colwick Country Park and Marina. 
Downstream, the course is almost always through delightful 

rural farmland.  
Approaching 
Newark, the river 
shallows, plunging 
over an enormous 
weir.  This is by-
passed by a man-
made branch 
connecting with the 
River Devon.  This 
passes through 
Newark and rejoins 

the Trent below Newark.  At Cromwell, through the huge 
lock, the river becomes tidal.  The lock is enormous and is 
only operated by BWB personnel and subject to tidal 
conditions.  Moorings, toilets, showers and BBQ facilities 
are available on the river and on the opposite side a 
magnificent weir.  This is now buoyed by a safety boom 
after the loss of 10 soldiers in 1975. 
Vessels wishing to enter the tidal section must be fully 
seaworthy and skippers are advised to discuss their plans 
with the very knowledgeable and helpful duty lock-keeper.  
From here onwards, conditions become increasingly 
challenging.  In addition to normal tidal constraints, both 

The Boom at Cromwell Lock 

Cromwell Lock 

Keith and Richard on the yards 

Experienced Tall Shippers! 
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depth and speed of current are influenced by meteorological 
events.  For instance, heavy rain in the Pennines can 
increase the volume of fresh water downstream and a strong 
westerly gale can decrease considerably the flood at neap 
tides.  As we waited in a queue at Torksey lock, the keeper 
laconically remarked “If the water don’ come it don’ come!” 
That day, it did NOT come. 
Below Gainsborough, the navigation is controlled by ABP  
(Associated British Ports), Hull.  The constantly check 
soundings and publish fresh charts every year.  These cover 
the stretches of Burton Stather to Keadby and one bi-
monthly, from Barton Haven to  Burton-on-Stather. 
From here to its junction with the Humber, increasing use is 
made of the river by sea-going commercial craft and barge 
traffic.  VTS (Vehicle Traffic Services) use VHF Ch12 and 
the wharves Ch17.  Lock-keepers at adjoining British 
Waterways use Ch74 - but VTS and the coastguard also use 
Ch16. 
The tides here are often up to half a metre above or below 
prediction and VTS transmit navigational broadcasts at 3 
minutes past each odd hour.  Even when running to 
prediction, tides are not easy to understand.  By the time the 
flood reaches the mouth of the Trent, it has travelled 28 
miles up the Humber -  been compressed to a channel one-
tenth of the width at it’s mouth – and will only last about 4 
hours.  At Gainsborough, the flood only lasts for two and a 
half hours, but can still travel at 4 knots.  A vessel can leave 
Spurn Head at the mouth of the Humber on the first of the 
flood and have a favourable tide for 12 hours for all of 80 
miles.  This will reach Cromwell if one can make 5 knots 
through the water.  Alternatively, a vessel going 
downstream will always meet the flood at some point and 
the farther downstream they are, the longer will be the 
duration. 
There is no period of slack water.  The flood can rise 1 
metre in the first ten minutes.  Spring tides give rise to the 
Aegir or tidal bore – dangerous to small craft! 
The Trent is a waterway of great contrasts and a super place 
to develop your navigational skills. Unfortunately, the 
bridges prevent a sailing craft without a lowering mast 
sailing above Keadby, the first major bridge – be prepared 
to ship the mast for the rest of the journey! 
Making the passage from Derwentmouth to Trent Falls, 
there are 11 locks to negotiate with the necessary berthing 
and unberthing practice at each one!  At 7 mechanised 
locks, brush up your VHF skills by communicating with the 

lock-keepers.  
Be certain of 
your 
collision 
avoidance 
procedures 
and be 
prepared to 
exercise your 
navigation 
skills! 
 If you get 

everything right, once you arrive at Trent Falls, you will be 
ready for the challenge of the mighty Humber ahead. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAUL RATCLIFFE – MEMBERSHIP (01778 341475) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
JO WOOD                       -SOCIAL EVENTS 

 
See back page for latest news. 
. 
 

 
 

 
 

-NAVIGATION 
 

CLIVE CRANKSHAW       (01664 454403) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
”.  
 
 
-ADMINISTRATION – COUNCIL MATTERS 

 
NEIL MACFARLANE        
(01159 663028) 
TOG Council Report 
 
Council met on Friday 15 May in 
Grantham with nine members 

present and Keith Stedman in the chair. Among the main 
matters discussed were the current sailing programme. The 
Easter Sailex had been well supported, enjoyed reasonably 
fine weather, and reached Weymouth in three new Oceanis 
37s. Unfortunately the Milford Haven trip had not received 
sufficient interest to make up a full crew so was cancelled. 
The Tall Ships event had received a reasonable level of 
interest but places remained available, as with the mid-
summer south coast/channel sailex. Other sailing events 
later in the season awaited support but this was to be 
expected. A social gathering was planned in the summer. 
The treasurer had completed last year's accounts which were 
approved for audit. The Group's financial position remained 
healthy, with no involvement in toxic financial instruments. 
However it was reported that a numbers of members had yet 
to pay their 2009 subscriptions which remained at an 
extremely reasonable rate. Mark Davis had been active in 
organising training events for first aid and VHF. The group 
was fully aware of the need for a larger pool of qualified 
skippers and intended to support the training of active 
experienced members for this purpose. The Presiding 
Master would represent the Group at the forthcoming East 
Midlands RYA reception 
 

 
 

Trent Falls – Hull to the right 
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-TREASURER 
RICHARD OAKES            (01636 640414) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
TRAINING 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
COLIN BROCKETT                                  MARK DAVIS  

(01205 722886) /  (01949 860815) 
TRAINING 

 
Diesel Engine 

Radio (Short Range Certificate – GMDSS etc.) 
First Aid 

Radar 
 Sea Survival 

FIRST AID COURSE coming up in October 
 

- WEBSITE 
 
PLEASE VISIT OUR WEBSITE!  
 www.trent-offshore-group.co.uk 
There is a wealth of information on it! 
 
It has been upgraded considerably and now has a “buy and 
sell” section to help you dispose of those unwanted bits and 
bobs! 
You will also find all the Application Forms as required by 
the Group 
 

ASIDES……. 
Judy Wallman, a professional genealogy researcher in 
southern California, was doing some personal work on her 
own family tree. She discovered that Senator Harry Reid's 
great-great uncle, Remus Reid, was hanged for horse 
stealing and train robbery in Montana in 1889. Both Judy 
and Harry Reid share this common ancestor. 
On the back of the picture Judy obtained during her research 
is this inscription:  
 
 'Remus Reid, horse thief, sent to Montana Territorial Prison 
1885, escaped 1887, robbed the Montana Flyer six times. 
Caught by Pinkerton detectives, convicted and hanged in 
1889.' 
 
So Judy recently e-mailed Senator Harry Reid for 
information about their great-great uncle. Senator Reid's 
staff sent back the following biographical sketch for her 
genealogy research: 
 

'Remus Reid was a famous cowboy in the Montana 
Territory. His business empire grew to include acquisition 
of valuable equestrian assets and intimate dealings with the 
Montana railroad. Beginning in 1883, he devoted several 
years of his life to Government service, finally taking leave 
to resume his dealings with the railroad. In 1887, he was a 
key player in a vital investigation run by the renowned 
Pinkerton Detective Agency. In 1889, Remus passed away 
during an important civic function held in his honour when 
the platform upon which he was standing collapsed.' 
  
 NOW THAT is how it's done folks! That's real SPIN. 
 
An Irishman , is stumbling through the woods totally drunk, 
when he comes upon a preacher baptising people in the 
river.  He proceeds to walk into the water and subsequently 
bumps into the preacher. 

The preacher turns around and is almost overcome by the 
smell of alcohol, whereupon he asks the drunk,  
'Are you ready to find Jesus?'  The drunk shouts, 'Yes, oi 
am.' 
So the preacher grabs him and dunks him in the water.  He 
pulls him up and asks the drunk, 'Brother have you found 
Jesus?'  The drunk replies, 'No, oi haven't found Jesus.' 

The preacher shocked at the answer, dunks him into the 
water again for a little longer. He pulls him out of the water 
and asks again, 'Have you found Jesus me brother?' 

The drunk again answers, 'No, oi I haven't found Jesus.' 

By this time the preacher is at his wits end and dunks the 
drunk in the water again ---but this time holds him down for 
about 30 seconds and when he begins kicking his arms and 
legs he pulls him up. 

The preacher again asks the drunk,” Tell me my son, you 
must have found Jesus now” 

The drunk wipes his eyes, catches his breath and says to the 
preacher,  

'Are ya sure dis is where he fell in? 
 
 
The woman applying for a job in a Florida lemon grove 
seemed way too qualified for the job. "Look Miss," said the 
foreman, "have you any actual experience in picking 
lemons?" "Well, as a matter if fact, yes!" she replied.? "I've 
been divorced three times." 
 
I was in the express lane at the store quietly fuming. 
Completely ignoring the sign, the woman ahead of me had 
slipped into the check-out line pushing a cart piled high with 
groceries. Imagine my delight when the cashier beckoned 
the woman to come forward looked into the cart and asked 
sweetly, "So which six items would you like to choose, 
madam? 
 
Because they had no reservations at a busy restaurant, my 
elderly neighbour and his wife were told there would be a 
45-minute wait for a table.  
"Young man, we're both 90 years old," the husband said . 
"We may not have 45 minutes."  
They were seated immediately. 
 
Three friends from the local congregation were asked, 
"When you're in your casket, and friends and congregation 
members are mourning over you, what would you like them 
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to say?"  
Artie said: "I would like them to say I was a wonderful husband, a 
fine spiritual leader, and a great family man."  
Eugene commented: "I would like them to say I was a wonderful 
teacher and servant of God who made a huge difference in people's 
lives."  
Eric simply said “I would like them to say – Look – He’s moving.” 
  
Smith climbs to the top of Mt. Sinai to get close enough to talk to 
God.  
Looking up, he asks the Lord... "God, what does a million years 
mean to you?" 
 The Lord replies, "A minute."  
Smith asks, "And what does a million dollars mean to you?" The 
Lord replies, "A penny." 
 Smith asks, "Can I have a penny?" 
 The Lord replies, "In a minute." 
 
 
IMAGINE  YOU ARE AT A PARTY . 
 Tenth  floor of a hi-rise  building......   
  
THEN YOU HAVE TO VISIT THE BATHROOM....  
 
You  open the door...  
 
NOW, REMEMBER THE  FLOOR IS  JUST A PAINTED 
FLOOR !  
 
 TAKES YOUR BREATH AWAY SOMEWHAT.....  
 
 
 
 
 
TRENT OFFSHORE GROUP  Details of proposed 2008 Sailing Trips 
 
Last One this year!! 
 

Booking/Trip  
Number 

Trip Title/Description/Skippers Dates 
Indicative 

Cost 

07/09 
END OF SEASON SAILEX The October “End of Season” trip. We cannot 
control the weather but we will guarantee that you get wet both inside and out!!  
Likely Skippers Mark Davis, Neil Macfarlane and Keith Stedman. 

Weds. 
30th Sept - 

Sun 
.4th . Oct. 

£212.00 

 
* Please note that the berth costs are shown as a guide only, as the eventual cost will depend on the charter price of the 
boat and the number of berths taken. 

· Please note that a temporary Membership fee of £20.00 will be charged in addition to the costs 
shown above to all non-TOG member


